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furnished proof before he died that he was wiser than his son
and his favourite. When they insisted on promoting the im-
peachment of the treasurer, Middlesex, the king warned Charles
that he would live to have his fill of impeachments, and Bucking-
ham, that he was merely pickling a rod for his own back. Perhaps
the king realized that the proceedings against Middlesex were
more significant constitutionally than those against Mompcsson
or Bacon. Then the commons had been content to turn over
the evidence to the lords for investigation and punishment;
now they presented definite charges as 'inquisitors general of
the grievances of the kingdom'.1
Constitutionally the reign is the first of six that occupied the
transitional period during which the Tudor monarchy was
transformed into the Hanoverian. It is difficult, therefore, to
gauge the advance made by parliament under James. That the
two houses would no longer be content to occupy a subordinate
position in the state was already clear. When not blinded by
anger, the king was too shrewd not to see that u new power hud
arisen in the land, as was proved by his famous remark, on
receiving a parliamentary deputation: 'Chairs for the ambas-
sadors'. Yet the only privilege the house of commons asserted
so decidedly that it was never called in question was the right
to determine the validity of the election of its own mrmbrrs,
Neither immunity from arrest for words spoken in parliament,
nor the right to tender advice freely on all subjects, was acknow-
ledged by the Crown, and both privileges were infringed by
Charles I. During his last years James ceded the revived claim
to call ministers to account by impeachment, but Charles utterly
denied it in order to save Buckingham,
The future seemed to depend on two factors— how far the
needs of the Crown could be supplied by its ordinary revenue,
and whether the commons could count on the support of the
lords. James had been successful in establishing impositions
as regular levies on merchandise, but his efforts to raise money
by benevolences or forced loans hud been foiled by the passive
resistance of his subjects. At the end of his rdgn the Crown
could rely upon funds nearly sufficient to meet ordinary ttxpttnst!*
but would be forced to ask parliamentary grunts for emtTgen*
cies. In other words a peaceful policy would virtually obviate
the necessity of calling parliament, but a war would compel
1 Lords" Journals^ iii. 307.

